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Russia’s expanding under- 
seas fleet has reached the 
stage where missile-firing sub- 
marines could be stationed 
continuously within reach of 
large U.S. coastal population 
centers, informed sources here 
and in Europe say. 
f The Soviets are said to have 
dn station at all times at least 
one nuclear-powered missile 
submarine in the Atlantic and 
another in the Pacific. They 
are deployed in ocean areas 
|£om which they could zero in 
;Oh launch positions off the 
ftS. coasts in two to three 
<$iays. 

--The development has not 
been publicized, but it is being 
eyed anxiously in Western cap- 
itals. 

The submersibles are spear- 
heads of a growing fleet that 
can logically be expected to 
take stations in dud course 
within firing range of Ameri- 
can population centers. 

The Russians thus could try 
to counter the American Po- 
laris submarines now stationed 


in the Atlantic, Mediterranean 
and Pacific within easy reach 
of*. Soviet and Red Chinese tar- 
gets. This, in effect, c mild re- 
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f The information available 
dicates that the 45 nuclear 
'and diesel submarines armed 
dth ballistic missiles have a 
ytal of 120 launchers. These 
apparently give the Soviets a 
potential rocket-firing capabil- 
ity near the American coasts 
l|bout triple the number of mis- 
siles delivered in Cuba. 


